Public Safety Committee

2010

The Public Safety Committee Meetings are conducted on a quarterly (March, June, September and December) basis and or as needed.  Meetings are held in Van Buren High Community Room at 6:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday of the depicted month.

Committee Members:  Joe Fenimore and Keith Brenneman
March Minutes

Members present: Mayor Ed May, Joe Fenimore and Keith Brenneman
Members not present: None
Visitors present: None
New Business:

1. Duties and Goals of the Committee: Being second meeting of the public safety committee there was a discussion regards the duties and goals of the committee.  It was agreed that this would be a special committee that will be responsible for preliminary work in the preparation of matters regarding public safety i.e. to conduct fact finding and make recommendations to the village council.  The goal of the committee is to help enhance the council’s commitment to supporting the public safety agencies that service to our residents and help bridge any communications gaps between the village and these agencies.

2. Severe Weather Shelter: The committee felt immediate action is needed to clarify if there is a local community tornado shelter.  Committee members will be reaching out to local first responders to see what they recommend and to gage their interest in developing a pre plan to be distributed to citizens of Van Buren and surrounding campgrounds. Committee members will also be reaching out to Van Buren School and local churches to gage their interest / commitment of opening shelters during severe weather.  The committee will also do some preliminary research to see what other communities are doing and see if the National Weather Services has any recommendations.

3. Public Safety Recommendations: The committee discussed the need to first understand the current status of the agency that  provide safety services to the village and the need to better understand their concerns and potential opportunity for improvements.  One of the main goals of the committee will be to make reconditions for the future.  To get this process started it was decided to generate a letter that will have a short questioner and an invite asking these agencies to participate in theses discussions. 
4. Lengthy discussion concerning the longevity of this committee – no outcome-further discussion is needed. 

Submitted by Joe Fenimore
