Friends of the Park Committee Minutes
 
2009

The Friends of the Park Committee Meetings are conducted monthly meetings.  Meetings are held in the Van Buren High Community Room at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday of each month.

Committee Members: Matt McCracken, Holly Metzger, Stephanie E. Berndt, Terri Mohr & Scott Oestrich
February Minutes 

Our committee met with Scott Oestreich, Stephanie, Berndt, Mayor Ed May, and Village Solicitor John Kissh attending.

John presented the committee a copy of the General Warranty Deed for the 2.108 acres and reviewed the restriction that is noted.  “This grant to the Village is made expressly upon the condition that this property shall be used for a Community Center, a Town Hall with offices for the Village administration or some other similar public purpose.”

No restrictions were found with regards to the funds that were transferred that reside in the Building Fund.  They can be used to purchase property, renovate, etc.

Our next step is to finalize a plan for the use of the property (Community Garden, Recycling Center, Middle School Age Activity Park, Wind Power, etc.).  This plan needs to be completed at our next monthly meeting which is also our quarterly meeting with the Mayor on Tuesday, March 24th at 7:00 PM at the Community Room.  Once finalized we will have a meeting with the Officers of the Old Festival Committee ( Bud and Mary Kauffman, Ed May, Linda Brinkman) to present our intent for the property and ask them to sign an affidavit waiving the restriction on the deed.  Then this plan will be presented at the April Council Meeting asking John Kissh to draft the document get the proper signatures and file.

One note:  All of the above mentioned plans are considered “public purposes” since there is no current intent of selling the property and can be put into action even if the release of the deed restriction is not agreed to by the Officers of the Old Festival Committee.

Matt is meeting on Saturday, February 28, 2009 for a second time with the owner of the property located near the village square that the committee feels meets the need for the Town Hall and Offices and aids in developing and beautification of the Village Square that are identified committee goals for 2009.  If a reasonable purchase price is negotiated Village Council would need to approve the purchase and this could commence.

Over the next few weeks I will be contacting each of the committee members to review the ideas for the property so that a final review and decision can be made at the March meeting.

