Friends of the Park Committee Minutes
 
2009

The Friends of the Park Committee Meetings are conducted monthly meetings.  Meetings are held in the Van Buren High Community Room at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday of each month.

Committee Members: Matt McCracken, Holly Metzger, Stephanie E. Berndt, Terri Mohr & Scott Oestrich
January Minutes 

Members present: Holly Metzger, Scott Oestriech, Matt McCracken, Terri Mohr 

Visitors present: None

New Business:

Scott reviewed the information from December 9th Village Council Meeting on rezoning request for the 2.108 acres.  Not needed since this is zoned Agricultural and we can proceed with anything that is decided to be a true need for the community and meets the land use definition as is stated in the Zoning Regulations.

Direction from the Mayor for 2009 for our committee is to review and identify if Village Offices and/or Village Park is a true need or just a want. Also focus on the beautification and economic stimulation for the village square area.

Funds available:  We have a $5000.00 open 2008 PO approved but unassigned for designing a building.  Total funds in the Village Building Fund are $66,379.77.  We have requested a 2009 budget to be approved for $25,000.00.  This will be finalized at the February Village Council meeting. 

Open discussion was held to ideas, suggestions, and questions.

Holly believes that there is a true need as identified last year for a park area with activities directed for the middle school aged children of the community.  I agreed.

Possible activities suggested were a splash park, basketball, and a skate park.

Matt called me with a question asking if the building funds can be used to purchase and renovate a building in the village square area.  If so, he suggests this be pursued to meet two objectives of having village offices and stimulating the economy with a possible new store front for lease.  Holly and I agreed that this is a question to be followed up on.

Action Items:

1. Ask Village Finance Committee to define clearly what the funds in the Building Fund can and cannot be used for. The Village Finance Committee response: The building funds are used for engineering studies, construction planning and erection of a Village Hall or renovation an existing structure which in turns become the 

Village Hall. 

2. Ask Village Solicitor and Mayor if there are any restrictions in writing currently for the disposition of the 2.108 acres.  Can it be rented or sold to finance purchase and renovation or construction of a building in the village square as suggested above?

The Village Solicitor response: I know there are restrictions on the use of the property . . . . but all of the people who were involved in the old Festival Committee are still around, aren't they?  We could do a "friendly quiet title action".  Publish in the newspaper, so that we cut off all claims of everyone AND get a Consent Entry from you, Bud, etc., relieving the property of that restriction.  (The other issue is the restrictions on the use of the $$$ transferred by the Committee to the Village.)

We will hold our next meeting the last Thursday of February, the 26th, at 6:30 PM.   

Location to be determined.

