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Draft Code  

The Zoning Code is available for review and comment 

on the Hancock Regional Planning Commission website 

at www.hancockrpc.org in pdf format.  It can be 

viewed using Adobe Reader.  is available for review 

and comment on the Hancock Regional Planning 

Website.   

 

Adoption Process  

The adoption process involves hosting a presentation 

to the public as well as a formal review by the Findlay 

City Planning Commission, Findlay Planning & Zoning 

Committee, and three meetings of Findlay City 

Council.   Formal comments will be taken from the 

public at all of the meetings and thoughtfully 

considered throughout the adoption process.  In 

addition, comments can be emailed to 

hrpc@findlayohio.com , dropped off at the HRPC 

office or mailed to the address on the next page. 

 

Timeline  

The timeline for review, comment, and formal 

adoption is proposed to conclude by the end of 2010.  

The following is a list of meetings and dates that are 

proposed for the coming months.   

 

August 3 Draft Code Released 

September 9 Planning Commission Presentation 

September 14 Public Meeting 

October (?) Planning & Zoning Committee 

November 2 First Reading, City Council 

November 16 Second Reading, City Council 

December 7 Third ReadingñAdoption  

 

Check the HRPCõsõ and City of Findlay websites for 

confirmation of meeting dates and times.    

MOVING  FORWARD 

City of Findlay 

Zoning Code Re-Write 

August 3, 2010 
The City of Findlayªs zoning code is being re-written to 
reflect changes over the past 30 years. Findlay has endured 
numerous changes in the way we live, work, shop, and 
enjoy our community.  The new zoning code aims to adapt 
to the changes, protect property values, and maintain a 
safe and vibrant city for future generations.  
 
The  re-write and process started with the adoption of the 
Findlay Comprehensive Land Use Plan in 2007.  The plan 
document set forth goals, visions and standards which 
required the update of zoning regulations, subdivision 
regulations, and others to implement the plan.  A 
committee of professionals and citizens representing the 
community was appointed and served  to  help guide the 
preparation of the code. 
 
We welcome your ideas and 
participation in this endeavor. 
 

www.findlayohio.com 



Zoning Districts have been re-categorized and updated to 

reflect existing development as well as future development.  

When the original zoning code was adopted in the 1950õs, the 

idea was to think ahead. As a result, older parts of the city had a 

difficult time complying with standards such as minimum lot 

sizes, required side yards, setbacks, etc.  Some use districts were 

too narrow or too broad.  For example, offices are common-

place in todayõs communities but they were permitted in C Resi-

dential or the B-1 Local Business districts.  The new O-1 Offices 

and Institutions District offers more flexibility in locating offices 

in locations where we may not want other uses permitted in the 

future. 

 

Overlay Districts  allow for more flexibility in special use 

areas and have been added to avoid the issue of òspot zoningó 

or rezoning large areas to accommodate a specific project.  Hos-

pitals and Universities are two unique uses in our community 

that generate numerous business opportunities and needs.  

Other overlay districts are designed to protect unique  resources 

such as the rivers and streams and historic districts.  For exam-

ple, work presently underway to alleviate the flood prone areas 

will open up development along the streams and river in places.  

New standards to avoid building too close to embankments and 

the Riparian Overlay District will prohibit harmful uses immedi-

ately adjacent to waterways.  The Planned Residential District 

and Planned Mixed Use Districts encourage flexibility in new 

development to respect surrounding uses, planned residential 

and mixed-use development districts have been added to avoid 

cookie-cutter, template style requirements and to preserve 

unique natural features and open space on a development site. 

Overlay Districts are not automatic but must be designated by 

City Council. 
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